
Glossary of English Terms

Word Definition Example

adjective A word that 

gives more 

information 

about a noun.

Lucy picked a juicy, 

green apple.

         
adverb A word that 

gives more 

information 

about a verb.

John snored loudly.

     
antonym Two words that 

have opposite 

meanings.

Hot and cold.

                   

apostrophe Apostrophes are

used to either 

show possession 

or to shorten 

two words into 

one.

Justin’s car is fast.

I’m going to the cinema.

conjunction A word that 

joins two 

sentences 

together.

Joe can’t play football 

because he’s injured his 

leg.

     



consonant The letters of 

the alphabet 

that are not 

vowels (a, e, I, o,

u). 

b, c, d, f, g, h, j, k, l, m, n,

p, q, r, s, t, v, w, x, y, z.

  

determiner A word that 

specifies the 

noun.

The home team wear red.

           
grapheme A letter or 

letters that 

have a single 

sound in a word.

Grapheme t in the words 

ten, bet, ate have the 

same sound.

homonym Two words that 

are written and 

sound the same 

but have 

different 

meanings.

Has he left yet?

He went through the 

door on the left.            

-    
homophone Two words that 

sound the same 

but are written 

differently. 

hear, here

some, sum

son, sun
      

noun A word that 

names a thing, 

name or place. 

Our dog Sam barked at 

the postman.

        



phoneme The sound that 

a letter or 

letters make.

The word cat has 3 

letters and 3 phonemes: 

c, a, t.

The word catch has 5 

letters and 3 phonemes: 

c, a, tch.
       

plural Means more 

than one.

dog, dogs

box, boxes

mouse, mice
   

prefix A prefix is 

added to the 

beginning of a 

word to make a 

new word.

overtake

disappear

    

preposition A word that 

links a noun or 

pronoun to 

another word in 

the sentence 

that often 

describe 

location, time or

direction. 

She’ll fly back from 

Australia in two weeks.

pronoun A word that is 

used to replace 

a noun.

Amanda waved at 

Michael, would become: 

She waved at him.
               

suffix A suffix is 

added to the 

end of a word to

make a new 

word.

green, greenish

teach, teacher

      



syllable The beats in a 

word.

Cat has one syllable.

Fairy has two syllables.

Hippopotamus has five 

syllables.            

synonym Two words that 

are different 

but have the 

same or similar 

meaning.

party, celebration

old, elderly

tasty, delicious

tense When verbs are 

written to 

describe the 

past or present.

He studies. (present)

He studied yesterday.

(past)

verb A word that 

often describes 

an action.

The teacher baked a 

cake for the class.

            
vowel Letters that are

not consonants.

a, e, i, o, u

        




