
	Curriculum Intent: Disciplinary Literacy Key Stage 1 2026 - 2027

	Disciplinary Literacy is fundamental to developing the strong literacy skills that are vital to success at school and beyond.
Disciplinary Literacy supports academic achievement across the whole curriculum and aims to equip our pupils with the literacy skills that are specific to each discipline, enabling them to access, interpret and produce subject-specific texts with increasing independence and sophistication.
Through carefully planned and sequenced teaching, pupils will develop:
Reading skills that enable them to navigate and interpret a range of texts, extracting meaning, evaluating evidence and understanding discipline-specific vocabulary and conventions. Pupils will also be able to segment and blend words, building up their fluency. The curriculum (including our enrichment curriculum and cross curricular links) also aims to foster a love of reading and to encourage pupils to engage with reading for pleasure.
Writing skills that reflect the demands of each subject, including extended writing, audience specific responses and technical accuracy.
Oracy and listening skills to articulate understanding, express opinions and engage in conversation.
Disciplinary thinking that encourages inquiry and reasoning.
By the end of Key Stage 1, pupils should have developed foundational skills in Disciplinary Literacy - reading, vocabulary, oracy and writing skills that support access to the curriculum across subjects and have developed a wide, precise and confident use of this vocabulary. This includes both general academic language and subject-specific vocabulary (also known as tiered vocabulary).   

	Skills and Knowledge Key Stage 1

	Every half term, we ensure that we offer cross curricular (Cc) opportunities to our pupils as well as covering Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural (SMSC) elements.
These are detailed below using the following codes, enabling us to track what is delivered in each subject:
Cross Curricular Links include: M (Maths), Eng (English), Sc (Science), PS (PSHE), FT (Food Tech), CR (Craft), AD (Art & Design), C (Computing), G (Geography), H (History), En (Engineering), R (Reading), Ec (Economics)
SMSC Links include: B (British Values), Sp (Spiritual aspects), M (Moral aspects), So (Social aspects), C (Cultural aspects), R (Religious aspects), Rel (Relationships), P (Prevent), E (E-Safety), I (Individual Advice & Guidance & Careers), H (Healthy Lifestyle including wellbeing)
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	HT 1
	Descriptive Writing

To be able to paint a picture with words of a person, place or item 

To include:
Poetry
Diary Writing
Description of nature, holidays, events
Fictional plays and stories

CC- Eng, H, G

SMSC – M, So, I, H
	Breadth of Vocabulary
Pupils should be able to:

Name the letters of the alphabet in order. 

Use letter names to distinguish between alternative spellings of the same sound

Understand and use a rich and varied vocabulary in their speaking and writing

Explain the meaning of unfamiliar words using context clues, morphology (prefixes, suffixes)

Tiered Vocabulary Knowledge
Pupils should be able to use:

Tier 1 - Everyday Language: Pupils use common, conversational words appropriately eg "happy," "run," "family"






Vocabulary in Reading
Pupils should be able to:

Work out word meanings using context

Understand that some words have multiple meanings depending on context

Comment on why an author has chosen a specific word or phrase and what effect it has on the reader

Vocabulary in Writing
Pupils should be able to:

Choose words deliberately for clarity 

Avoid repetition by using synonyms 

	Understanding and Using a Wide Vocabulary
Pupils should have: 

A growing vocabulary that includes words drawn from their reading, conversations and curriculum subjects

Spelling (see English Appendix 1) 
Pupils should know how to spell words containing each of the 40+ phonemes already taught, common exception words, the days of the week

Contextual Understanding
Pupils should be able to:

Work out the meaning of new words from context, especially in reading

Understand how prefixes, suffixes and root words contribute to meaning eg: un–, –able, mis–, –ful

Subject-Specific Vocabulary

They should also use formal and informal vocabulary appropriately depending on audience and purpose

Spoken Language and Vocabulary Development
Through discussion and spoken tasks, pupils should learn to:

Use precise vocabulary to express ideas.

Adapt language to suit the situation eg: giving presentations

Reflect on how word choice affects meaning and impact

Word Connotation and Nuance
Pupils should begin to understand: 
Shades of meaning and make word choices for effect eg: whispered vs muttered, joyful vs content

	Word Reading (Decoding & Fluency)
Pupils should be able to:

Apply knowledge of prefixes, such as –un

Read aloud with increasing fluency, confidence using appropriate phrasing

Recognise and read exception words and words with silent letters
 
Reading Comprehension
Retrieval & Inference
Pupils should be able to:

Find and retrieve key facts or details from fiction and non-fiction texts

Infer characters’ thoughts, feelings, and motives based on evidence in the text

Justify inferences with quotations or references to the text








Understanding & Summarising
Pupils should be able to:

Summarise main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph.

Identify how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning.

Recognise and discuss different text structures and features eg: headings, bullet points, glossaries in non-fiction

Authorial Intent & Language
Pupils should be able to:

Identify and discuss the effect of authors’ language choices eg: figurative language, formal/informal tone

Understand how metaphor, simile, personification and alliteration create impact or atmosphere

Themes & Conventions
Pupils should be able to:

Identify themes such as loyalty, friendship, courage, perseverance across texts

Recognise conventions in different types of texts eg: opening of a fairy tale, layout of a newspaper

Comparison
Pupils should be able to:

Compare characters, settings, themes and viewpoints across texts

Compare how language and structure vary for different purposes and audiences

Range of Reading
Pupils should be able to:

Read and understand:
A wide range of fiction, non-fiction, poetry, and plays

Classic texts, including works by significant authors

Books from different cultures and traditions
Texts that extend their vocabulary, understanding and interest

Fluency and Stamina
Pupils should be able to:

Read with increasing speed and stamina, tackling longer texts independently

Self-correct when reading aloud and monitor comprehension as they read
	Phonics & Word Recognition Knowledge
Know how to apply phonic knowledge to decode unfamiliar words

Understand how prefixes, suffixes and root words affect word meaning and pronunciation eg: unhappy/disagree

Recognise irregular words and homophones eg: their/there/they’re, 
To/two/too

Vocabulary Knowledge
Understand and use a growing range of ambitious vocabulary

Know the meaning of figurative language: similes
Use context clues, morphology (prefixes/suffixes) and simple dictionaries to work out meanings of unknown words

Recognise words with multiple meanings 

Text Structure & Features Knowledge
Know how different texts are organised and structured eg: introduction, problem, resolution in narratives; headings and bullet points in non-fiction

Understand common literary conventions eg: how stories begin, the use of cliffhangers and the layout of poetry or playscripts

Recognise how non-fiction texts use features like glossaries, subheadings, indexes, diagrams and captions

Comprehension & Interpretation Knowledge
Know how to retrieve simple information from a range of texts

Understand how to summarise key points across multiple paragraphs

Understand how to make simple inferences from what is implied rather than stated

Know how to make a prediction based on content and clues in the text

Be aware of authorial intent: why an author uses certain language, structure or perspective

Literary Knowledge & Thematic Understanding
Understand themes commonly found in texts eg: bravery, friendship, good vs evil

Be familiar with classic literature, myths, legends, and traditional tales

Know about different genres and their features eg: mystery, adventure, comedy

Understand simple character development

Comparison & Critical Thinking
Know how to compare characters, settings or themes across different texts

Understand how texts differ depending on their purpose, audience and formality

Be able to discuss texts, offering opinions.
	Composition:
Pupils should be able to write sentences by:

Saying out loud what they are going to write about

Composing a sentence orally before writing it. 

Sequencing sentences to form short narratives

Consider what they are going to write before beginning by: Writing down ideas and/or key words, including new vocabulary
Encapsulating what they want to say, sentence by sentence
Re-reading what they have written to check that it makes sense. 

Make simple additions, revisions and corrections to their own writing by:
Evaluating their writing with the teacher and other pupils
Read aloud their writing clearly enough to be heard by their peers and the teacher

Proofreading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation (for example, ends of sentences punctuated correctly)
Read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to make the meaning clear

	Composition:
Apply phonics knowledge to aid in de-coding

Use knowledge of story structure to make predictions

Refer to planning models prior to writing short narratives

Understand settings and character descriptions

Discuss themes and conventions in traditional tales

Identify the beginning, middle, and end of a story

Use traditional story language

Understand how to write in the first person

Recognise chronological order and have knowledge of time conjunctions to link events

Understand that diaries are written as past events

Use emotive language to engage the reader

Use repeated sentence starters to structure writing

Begin to use knowledge of nouns, verbs and adjectives
Use of adjectives to add interest to the reader

Understand the difference between proper nouns and general nouns 
Use of present tense and third person

Knowledge of generally applied poetic techniques such as rhyme

How to follow the structure of a poem

Understand and use syllables 


	
	Speaking and listening
 Pupils should be able to:larity 


Communicate with fluency, confidence and clarity

Explore and understand the importance of active listening within oral communication 

Articulate ideas and suggest ways to explore them

Explore and understand classroom ideas and concepts

Present ideas confidently to familiar (peers) and unfamiliar audiences

Through oracy strategies we enable the pupils to develop in the following personal, social and moral areas:

To improve personal wellbeing by recognising social cues and to develop relationships with others

Build and strengthen relationships through expressing increasingly complex emotions and being able to clearly explain their thoughts 

Resolve conflicts by active listening, asking clarifying questions, building on others’ ideas and imagining and exploring solutions
 
Overcome barriers and persevere while being able to communicate their thoughts
 
Work towards achieving personal and collective goals improving social cohesion

Understand responsible citizenship and the commitments and benefits this entails

	 Personal wellbeing 
	Building and strengthening relationships 
	Resolve conflicts 

	Overcoming barriers and persevering 
	Achieve personal and collective goals 
	Responsible citizenship 



	
Disciplinary knowledge enables the pupil to understand:

How to develop substantive knowledge and understanding within a specific discipline

Within the method of communication pupils should:


In the visual domain:
	Understand how our face and body language affect communication



	In the vocal domain:



	Understand how the use of our voice affect communication



In the verbal domain:

	Understand how our word choices can affect communication



Within knowledge of the purpose of communication pupils should:

In the area of retrieval:
	Allowing recall and developing new knowledge and understanding.



In exploratory scenarios:
	Helping to test and compare our own ideas with those of other people.



In presentational opportunities:
	Helping us to share our thinking and learning with other people.



In preparational opportunities (for writing):
	Helping us to consider the effectiveness of our ideas before writing them down.




	HT2
	Persuasive Writing
To begin to convince the audience of a belief, using opinions

To include:
Letters
Newspapers
Letters of complaint
Reviews
Advertisements

CC- Eng, PS

SMSC- M, So, C
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	HT3
	Narrative Writing
To be able to construct and communicate a simple story, complete with characters and settings

To include:
Poetry/poems
Short stories

CC-Eng, H

SMSC – C, Rel, M
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	HT4
	Expository Writing
To be able to explain a concept, imparting information to an audience, focussing on the facts of the topic 

To include:
Textbooks
How to articles
Step by step guides
Recipes
CC-Eng, M, G, FT, CR

SMSC – C, H
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	HT 5
	Persuasive Writing
To be able to convince the audience of a belief, using opinions

To include:
Letters
Newspapers
Letters of complaint
Reviews
Advertisements

CC - Eng, C, PS  

SMSC – So, H, I

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	HT6
	Descriptive Writing
To be able to paint a picture with words of a person, place or item 

To include:
Poetry
Diary Writing
Description of nature, holidays, events
Fictional plays and stories

CC- Eng, G

SMSC –C , I, So
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



